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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, October 2, 2019.  Present were 

Eldon F. Moreira, Chairman; Denise R. Reyes, Vice Chairman; and Anthony Kinahan, Clerk. 

Also present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

Also present: 

Hugh Hurley, Planning Board Chairman 

John Delano, Conservation Agent 

Rob Casper, Health Agent 

Jac MacDonald, 51 River Street 

Roman Kream, 96 South Elm Street 

Rue Kream, 96 South Elm Street 

Justin Howard, 5 Pearl Road 

Phil Arsenault, 16 Pearl Road 

James Thomas, 311 River Street 

John Dupuis, 3 Caetano Circle 

Neil Conley, 376 Walnut Street 

June Metcalf, 268 River Street 

Ronald Metcalf, 268 River Street 

Carol Ashton, 196 River Street 

Don Ashton, 196 River Street 

Phil Anderson, 263 River Street 

Lesley Anderson, 263 River Street 

Anne Donahue, 276 River Street 

Jefferson Roberts and Family, 3 Southgate Ave 

 

Chairman Moreira called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Moreira stated that the meeting would be recorded and that some or all parts of the 

meeting may be used by our local access company to be shown on local access along with 

internet feeds and clips which may be used separately from the video of the entire meeting. 

Chairman Moreira held a moment of silence recognizing the passing of Tom Green, former 

Highway Superintendent. 

Chairman Moreira stated first on the agenda was signing the quitclaim deed for Pearl Road. 

Mr. Gagne stated the original deed that came before the Board of Selectmen this past June has 

been amended to address certain drainage and sewer issues. Mr. Gagne stated the Home Owners 

Association has agreed to all of the changes. 

Mr. Dupuis stated per MGL Chapter 82 Section 24 the Town must act on accepting a Town road 

within 120 days of the close of Town Meeting and that tonight marked the 121st day.  
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Mr. Gagne stated he spoke to Town Counsel about this and has been advised that this is not an 

imminent domain taking and therefore would not fall under MGL Chapter 82 Section 24. 

Additionally, the 120 days does not have to be met if the way is given to the Town as would be 

the case of a private subdivision. 

Mr. Howard asked for a rough estimate as to how much money has been spent on entertaining 

Mr. Dupuis objections. 

Mr. Gagne stated he did not have a full legal tally but would estimate about $4,000 - $4,500, 

with over 100 hours spent on the matter between himself, staff and Town Counsel. 

Chairman Moreira stated the Board has voted to stop spending money on the issue. Chairman 

Moreira stated the Town pays legal counsel for their work and should be able to trust their 

advice.  

Chairman Moreira MOVED to sign the quitclaim deed for Pearl Road, Mr. Kinahan seconded, 

and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was approving the meeting minutes of August 21, 

2019. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the meeting minutes of August 21, 2019, Ms. Reyes seconded, 

and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was approving the meeting minutes of September 4, 

2019. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the meeting minutes of September 4, 2019, Ms. Reyes 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was accepting the meeting minutes of September 

18, 2019 for review. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept the meeting minutes of September 18, 2019 for review, Ms. 

Reyes seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the Site Plan Review from the Planning Board 

for athletic netting at 155 West Center Street. 

Mr. Gagne stated funding for the athletic netting was approved at Town Meeting and requires a 

permit through the Planning Board. Mr. Gagne stated the netting would measure 20 feet high by 

400 feet long, which will prevent athletic balls from entering Route 106. 

The Board had no comments or concerns to pass along to the Planning Board. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was acting on the street lighting request for 6 

Andrea Way. 
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Mr. Gagne stated a resident is requesting that another street light be added to Andrea Way. Mr. 

Gagne stated if approved by the Board, we would then contact National Grid about installing an 

additional light. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the street lighting request, Ms. Reyes seconded, and so voted 

unanimously. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was Kenneth Aveiro’s vacation carry over request. 

Mr. Gagne stated Mr. Aveiro was requesting to carry over 5 vacation days. 

Ms. Reyes MOVED to approve the vacation carry over request, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so 

voted unanimously.  

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was June Metcalf regarding River Street Traffic. 

Ms. Metcalf introduced herself and read aloud a letter she had written outlining several safety 

issues regarding traffic on River Street. Ms. Metcalf requested that the Town post signage setting 

a 2 and a half ton weight limit on commercial vehicles traveling down River Street. 

Chairman Moreira asked DPW Director, Chris Iannitelli, if the road could be widened. 

Mr. Iannitelli stated the road could be widened however it was built many years ago for smaller 

amount of traffic. Mr. Iannitelli stated widening the road would involve removing several trees 

and stone walls. Mr. Iannitelli stated as part of the Complete Streets program sidewalks would be 

installed on Howard Street and then River Street, which would offer some protection to 

pedestrians walking along River Street. Mr. Iannitelli stated weight limits can be put on bridges 

but before doing so they would have to get an engineer involved which would cost the Town 

money. 

Many residents spoke about several safety concerns regarding traffic on River Street.  

Ms. Ashton introduced herself and read aloud a letter she had written outlining several safety 

issues regarding traffic on River Street. Ms. Ashton suggested restricting 10 wheeler access on 

River Street, lowering the speed limit to 20 miles per hour or lowering the speed limit to 20 

miles per hour during the before and after school hours, and/or installing removable speed 

bumps. 

Mr. Gagne stated the Board of Selectmen would be the authorizing body for such requests, 

however there is a process laid out by Mass DOT that must be followed in order to restrict 10 

wheeler access. Mr. Gagne stated the Town would have to hire a traffic consultant to provide a 

study to the Board, which the results would be forwarded to Mass DOT for approval.  Mr. Gagne 

stated he would reach out to the Old Colony Planning Council and request that another road audit 

be performed while school is in session. Mr. Gagne stated the police would also have to be 

involved. Mr. Gagne stated the data of the road study would dictate what can be done about the 

traffic on River Street.  

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was Jefferson Roberts’ Eagle Scout Proclamation. 
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Mr. Kinahan read the proclamation aloud. 

The Board presented the proclamation to Mr. Roberts. 

Chairman Moreira opened the public comment period at 8:23 p.m. 

Mr. Conley stated he remembers a census going out asking the residents if they would like to 

change the time of Town Meeting. Mr. Conley suggests changing it from 7 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Mr. Gagne stated he was considering suggesting having Town Meeting before Memorial Day to 

allow for more residents to attend. 

Ms. Reyes stated she thinks having Town Meeting before Memorial Day and starting at 6 p.m. is 

a good idea. 

Mr. Gagne stated Ms. Reyes had a conflict with the scheduled October 16, 2019 meeting and 

requests that it be moved to the following Tuesday, October 22, 2019. 

Chairman Moreira stated he would have to check his schedule and get back to Mr. Gagne. 

Chairman Moreira stated next on the agenda was the Town Administrator’s Report. 

Mr. Gagne stated he approved a request to fundraise at the Transfer Station from the West 

Bridgewater Youth Football Association on September 28, 2019 and a request to use Town roads 

from the First Church for the annual Turkey Trot 5k on November 23, 2019. 

At 8:29 p.m. Chairman Moreira stated the following “I would entertain a motion to enter into 

executive session not to return to open session to discuss strategy with respect to ongoing 

litigation, specifically to the National Opioid Litigation that the Town is a party to and threatened 

litigation, specifically I.W. Harding v. The Town of West Bridgewater, since in my opinion as 

Chair, negotiating in open session would have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of 

the Town.” 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Chairman Moreira, yes; Ms. Reyes, yes; Mr. Kinahan, yes. 

Open session adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Lorna J. Carroll, Confidential Secretary. 

List of documents in the October 2, 2019, Open Session Meeting Packet: 

 Quitclaim Deed for Pearl Road 

o Stormwater Management System Maintenance Agreement 

o Sewer Management System Maintenance Agreement 

o Trustee’s Certificate 

o MGL Chapter 82 Section 24 

 Meeting Minutes of August 21, 2019 

 Meeting Minutes of September 4, 2019 

 Meeting Minutes of September 18, 2019 

 Site Plan Hearing Application for Athletic Netting at 155 West Center Street 
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o Letter from the Building Inspector re: Site Plan Review for 155 West Center 

Street 

o Map of Location of Proposed Netting 

o Explanation of Work to be Performed and Products Being Used 

o Letter from the Building Inspector in favor of the Netting Installation 

 Kenneth Aveiro’s Vacation Carry Over Request 

o Letter from Kenneth Aveiro re: Vacation Carry Over Request 

 Letter from Street Lighting Committee re:6 Andrea Way 

o Email from Jessica Keough re: Additional Street Light at 6 Andrea Way 

 Email from Police Chief re: River Street 

o Extended Speed Summary Report re: River Street 

 Eagle Scout Proclamation 

 West Bridgewater Youth Football Association’s Request to Fundraise at the Transfer 

Station 

 First Church’s Request to use Town Roads for the Annual Turkey Trot 5K 

 Letter from Ms. Ashton re: Traffic on River Street 

 Pictures of Car Accident on River Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


